
A GRAND VOLUNTEER FORCE: EARLY EXERCISES & FORCE COMPOSITION OF THE IOWA WING 
As of May 1942, the wing had approximately 

1,200 personnel.  At that time there were 

over 200 officers, and 1,000 enlisted, with 

women composing 25 percent of this force.  

80 percent of this force were classified as 

aviators, and the wing claimed to have as 

many as 600 aircraft available for use at that 

time, although the number readily available 

was likely much lower.  This still fell short of 

the 6,000 pilots requested by the 

organization in January of that year, and 

approximately 1,500 short of the May 

estimate. 

Training for these missions aided scrap 

metal drives in the state.   This was 

especially true in the tri-county region of 

Mills, Montgomery, and Pottawattamie.  The 

simulated arms varied from small bags filled 

with sand to aluminum beads and pellets.  

Some of the messages were rather colorful.  

There was at least one documented case of 

unwanted results of these missions.  In 

August 1942, six-year old Lorraine Krug of 

Treynor, Iowa was struck in the forehead by 

one of these pellets.  According to media 

reports, she sustained only a small bruise.  

The most well documented flights took 

place from Red Oak from 24 – 30 AUG 1942.  

The faux bombs dropped by CAP planes 

consisted of eight-ounce sacks of flour 

tagged with a colored streamer and a 

catchphrase encouraging people to “get in 

the scrap!” 

These simulated “bombing runs” were just 

an example of the lively and imaginative 

situations that the Iowa Wing was known 

for.  In one situation, an active member 

acted as a “saboteur” that flew in to destroy 

a defense plant.  He was “shot down” in a 

simulated scenario by intercepting aircraft 

with CAP.  In other situations, flight crews 

were tasked with “patrolling the cornfields” 

to look for German U-boats.  These teams 

were training to prepare for spotting missions 

in the Gulf and the Atlantic Theaters of 

Operation. 

In more realistic and practical situations, the 

Wing cooperated with state authorities to 

check on carelessly stored explosives that 

were in the vicinity of local airports.  The 

owners of this materiel were required to 

move it to a safer space and remove the risk 

of sabotage.  This coupled with additional 

missions pertaining to the safety and 

surveying of natural disasters in 1942 and 

1943 contributed to the genesis of CAP’s 

Emergency Services (ES) mission.  Specifically, 

this came to pass in 1943 when the Missouri 

River rose to its highest crest since 1881. 

During the Missouri River Flood of 1943, 

Council Bluffs Squadron Commander Leon 

Morse charged his unit and two detached 

flights to provide assistance.  Council Bluffs 

Squadron provided assistance to the state 

guard and kept men and planes on duty for an 

entire week until the waters fell back within 

the river’s banks.  Following this, Morse 

ordered his men home for a much needed 

rest, but a last minute rise in the water level 

forced 120 weary CAP members back to duty 

after only hours.   

Following the close of World War II, the 

organization of the CAP changed to more 

closely align with military structure.  In 1946, 

the duty positions included the Adjutant, Air 

and Administrative Inspectors, Commanding 

Officer, as well Officer positions for 

Personnel, Medical, Supply, Engineering, 

Publications & Records, Public Relations, 

Fiscal, Intelligence, Legal, and 

Communications.  The responsibilities and 

duty assignments drew from the already 

existing Army Air Force standards and military 

occupational specialties (MOS).  These 

positions drew parallel with the modern A1-

A8, and S1-S8 staff shops, plus Command 

Group, Inspector General (and Internal Audit), 

and Public Affairs (all of which would fall 

under modern Special Staff or Command 

Staff).  

Commanding Officer’s Position Description 

“Publications & Records Officer” - the 1946 

Historian 

The Department of Defense pays tribute to 

the generations of Asian American Pacific 

Islanders (AAPI) who have enriched our 

Nation’s history through their countless 

contributions, vibrant cultures, and rich 

heritage.  

AAPI encompass a diverse group of cultures, 

ethnicities, and languages.  They include those 

Americans who trace their ancestry to the 

Asian continent and the many Pacific Island 

regions.  

The Federal Asian Pacific American Council 

designated the 2023 theme as, “Advancing 
Leaders Through Opportunity.” 

Opportunity is defined as, “a set of 
circumstances that make it possible to do  
something.” Opportunity can be “built, 
accessed, achieved, or given.”  

For more information on Asian American & 

Pacific Islander Heritage Month and a story 

regarding  Retired U.S. Navy Lt. Commander 

Kimberly M. Mitchell from 

the Defense Equal 

Opportunity Management 

Institute, scan the code to 

the right. 
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This month’s publication is the second  of several in a series that observes the rich history of the Iowa Wing and its subordinate units.  These publications are part of an anthology 
currently being constructed by the Wing Historian for internal and external use.  If you have information on the Iowa Wing, please feel free to reach out to the Wing Historian to have it 
included in the larger anthology of the organization. 

In October of 1975, one of the most iconic 

pieces of music in the modern history was 

released to the world.  Freddie Mercury 

backed by the rest of Queen released the 

well known Bohemian Rhapsody.  In 2018, it 

was made into a movie.  But the historian 

still prefers to rock out to the original vinyl 

on his down time.  Just remember, those 

Thunderbolts and Lightning are very very 

frightening! 

MONTHLY TRIVIA 
1 

Check on Learning: 
Where was the first Emergency Service 

mission flowing by the Iowa Wing? 

2 
What was the name of the program that was 
accelerated to completion following the loss 

of Gary Powers’ U-2 spy plane? 

3 What was the first jet fighter introduced into 

U.S. service? 
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101 B-29 bombers 
conduct a mock bombing 

raid on New York. 

16 

The F-100 Super Sabre 

makes its first flight, 
becoming the first fighter 

capable of reaching Mach 

1 at level flight. 

25 

Francis "Gary" Powers' U-2 

Spy Plane is shot down 
during a routine recon 

mission over the Soviet 

Union. 

01 

Operation LINEBACKER I 
opens in Vietnam with six 

enemy MiG's shot down in 

a single day. 

10 

Modified Black Hawk 

helicopters carry members 
of the team that gun 

down Osama bin Laden in 

Pakistan. 
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1 
Check on Learning: 
Where was the first Iowa Squadron 

established? 

Red Oak, Iowa 

2 How many confirmed strikes on enemy 

targets are credited to CAP? 

Zero 

3 
True or False: 
CAP’s primary mission in Iowa was to train 

and aid in Civil Defense? 

True 


